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To direct the Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency
to submit to Congress a report on preliminary damage assessments
and make necessary improvements to processes in the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JUNE 4, 2021
Mr. KaTko (for himself and Mr. DELGADO) introduced the following bill;
which was referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure

A BILL

To direct the Administrator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency to submit to Congress a report on pre-
liminary damage assessments and make necessary im-
provements to processes in the Federal Emergency Man-

agement Agency, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the “Preliminary Damage
5 Assessment Improvement Act of 20217,

6 SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

7 Congress finds the following:
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(1) Preliminary damage assessments play a
critical role in assessing and validating the impact
and magnitude of a disaster.

(2) Through the preliminary damage assess-
ment process, representatives from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency validate informa-
tion gathered by State and local officials that serves
as the basis for disaster assistance requests.

(3) Various factors can impact the duration of
a prelimnary damage assessment and the cor-
responding submission of a major disaster request,
however, the average time between when a disaster
occurs, and the submission of a corresponding dis-
aster request has been found to be approximately
twenty days longer for flooding disasters.

(4) With communities across the country facing
increased instances of catastrophic flooding and
other extreme weather events, accurate and efficient
preliminary damage assessments have become criti-
cally important to the relief process for impacted

States and municipalities.

SEC. 3. REPORT TO CONGRESS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the

24 date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator of the

25 Federal Emergency Management Agency shall submit to
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Congress a report describing the preliminary damage as-
sessment process, as supported by the Federal Kmergency
Management Agency in the 5 years before the date of en-
actment of this Act.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report described in subsection

(a) shall contain the following:
(1) The process of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency for deploying personnel to sup-
port preliminary damage assessments.
(2) The number of Agency staff participating
on disaster assessment teams.
(3) The training and experience of such staff
described in paragraph (2).
(4) A calculation of the average amount of time
disaster assessment teams described in paragraph
(1) are deployed to a disaster area.
(5) The efforts of the Agency to maintain a
consistent liaison between the Agency and State,
local, tribal, and territorial officials within a disaster
area.
SEC. 4. PRELIMINARY DAMAGE ASSESSMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency shall convene an

advisory panel consisting of emergency management per-
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sonnel employed by State, local, territorial, or tribal au-
thorities, and the representative organizations of such per-
sonnel to assist the Agency in improving critical compo-
nents of the preliminary damage assessment process.
(b) MEMBERSIHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—This advisory panel shall
consist of at least 2 representatives from national
emergency management organizations and at least 1
representative from each of the 10 regions of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency, selected
from emergency management personnel employed by
State, local, territorial, or tribal authorities within
each region.

(2) INCLUSION ON PANEL.—To the furthest ex-
tent practicable, representation on the advisory
panel shall include emergency management per-

sonnel from both rural and urban jurisdictions.

(¢) CONSIDERATIONS.—The advisory panel convened
under subsection (a) shall—
(1) consider—
(A) establishing a training regime to en-
sure preliminary damage assessments are con-

ducted and reviewed under consistent guide-

lines;
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(B) utilizing a common technological plat-
form to integrate data collected by State and
local governments with data collected by the
Agency; and

(C) assessing instruction materials pro-
vided by the Agency for omissions of pertinent
information or language that conflicts with
other statutory requirements; and
(2) identify opportunities for streamlining the

consideration of preliminary damage assessments by

the Agency, including eliminating duplicative paper-
work requirements and ensuring consistent commu-
nication and decision making among Agency staff.

(d) INTERIM REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator
shall submit to Congress a report regarding the findings
of the advisory panel, steps that will be undertaken by the
Agency to implement the findings of the advisory panel,
and additional legislation that may be necessary to imple-
ment the findings of the advisory panel.

(¢) RULEMAKING AND FINAL REPORT.—Not later
than 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall issue such regulations as are nec-
essary to implement the recommendations of the advisory

panel and submit to Congress a report discussing—

*HR 3709 IH
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(1) the implementation of recommendations
from the advisory panel;

(2) the identification of any additional chal-
lenges to the preliminary damage assessment proc-
ess, including whether specific disasters result in
longer preliminary damage assessments; and

(3) any additional legislative recommendations
necessary to improve the preliminary damage assess-

ment process.

*HR 3709 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-07-08T05:26:23-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




