THE INVEST IN AMERICA ACT

FOR THE PEOPLE

Chair DeFazio Officially Introduces the INVEST in
America Act as Support Builds for the Legislation

Washington, DC — Chair of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Peter
DeFazio (D-OR) last week officially introduced the Investing in a New Vision for the Environment and
Surface Transportation in America INVEST in America) Aet during a pro forma session in the House.
The INVEST in America Act, a 5-year, nearly $500 billion investment in our Nation’s infrastructure,
is a key component of the Moving Forward Framework that House Democrats released earlier this
year. After Committee leaders unveiled the bill text Wednesday, June 3+, support started pouring in
from a diverse array of transportation, environmental, worker, and safety advocates.

“Past reauthorizations have been an exercise in spending more money and magically wishing for
better outcomes with outdated policy, which was always foolish,” said Beth Osborne, director of
Transportation for America. “With this new proposal from Chairman DeFazio, the INVEST in
America Act, the House is charting a welcome course toward updating our country’s 1950’s
approach to transportation.”

“The American Public Transportation Association (APTA), on behalf of the entire public
transportation industry, would like to thank House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
Chair Peter A. DeFazio (D-OR), Chair of the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit Eleanor
Holmes Norton (D-DC), and Chair of the Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous
Materials Dan Lipinski (D-IL) for their extraordinary leadership in crafting the INVEST in America
Act. We strongly support the bill and its critical investments for surface transportation
infrastructure, including $105 billion for public transportation and $60 billion for commuter rail,
Amtrak, and other high-performance rail.”

“For too long, the needs of professional drivers and others who work in the transportation sector
have been ignored by lawmakers,” Teamsters General President Jim Hoffa said. “This legislation
will set the nation on the right path by making badly needed infrastructure improvements while also
ensuring that workers are protected on the job.”

“The National League of Cities thanks Rep. Peter DeFazio, Chair of the House Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, for proposing legislation that eases the impacts of COVID-19 on
critical transportation projects in our cities, towns, and villages. The INVEST Act would provide
increased federal support for next year’s transportation projects, grow strategic transit and rail
investments over the next five years and improve intergovernmental collaboration.”


https://transportation.house.gov/the-invest-in-america-act
https://transportation.house.gov/imo/media/doc/Moving%20Forward%20Framework.pdf

“Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) applauds House Transportation and Infrastructure
Chairman Peter DeFazio for today’s introduction of the INVEST in America Act. Chairman
DeFazio is a traffic safety champion and has made saving lives a priority in this legislation.”

Stephanie Gidigbi, director of policy and partnerships for NRDC’s (Natural Resources
Defense Council) Healthy People & Thriving Communities Program: “For too many years,
funding from Washington has built roads and highways that divided low-income communities and
communities of color without offering the transportation alternatives all of us can use. The INVEST
Act offers a different path, one that leads to a more just, equitable, and climate-resilient future.
Crucially, this bill ensures all communities have access to pedestrian, biking and transit options. It
also will help us slash carbon pollution by investing in electric-vehicle charging stations, while
ensuring that roads, bridges and transit lines are able to withstand the stronger storms and floods we
must prepare for because of climate change.”

“The National Safety Council applauds House lawmakers for the INVEST in America Act, the
reauthorization of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. For too long, the
United States has consistently avoided the hard choices needed to save lives on the roadways. This
proposal is an opportunity for us to start making the right choices so we can save lives, because we
know that all traffic deaths are preventable.”

“The Coalition for America’s Gateways & Trade Corridors (CAGTC) applauds the INVEST in
America Act’s continuation of dedicated investment in our nation’s freight assets, first through the
Nationally Significant Freight and Highway Program (INFRA) in Fiscal Year 2021, then through the
Projects of National and Regional Significance Program (PNRS) through the remaining years of the
proposal. Competitive grant programs are essential to funding large-scale goods movement
infrastructure projects, which are difficult to fund through traditional distribution methods such as
formula programs.”

“Unfortunately, we do not yet have a cure for COVID-19. But, we do have proven and available
safety solutions to address the preventable fatalities and injuries occurring on our Nation’s roadways
year after year,” said Cathy Chase, President of Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety
(Advocates). “We commend Chairman DeFazio, Highways and Transit Subcommittee Chairman
Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC) and Railroads, Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Subcommittee
Chairman Dan Lipinski (D-IL) for sponsoring the INVEST in America Act and advancing
important safety countermeasures.” Advocates looks forward to working with the Committee as
our review of this legislation continues.

ITS America President and CEO Shailen Bhatt: “As the association that promotes technology
to reduce fatalities, congestion and emissions, I'TS America is gratified to see so many positive
aspects in the bill that will lead to more research in and deployment of technology, including
increasing access to mobility services by making Mobility on Demand an eligible activity under
transit programs.”

“We commend Chairman Peter DeFazio (D-OR) and Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC) for leading
the effort to address our nation’s transportation needs, including the costly backlog of transportation
projects in our parks,” said Emily Douce of the National Parks Conservation Association.
“Together we want to ensure park visitors can continue to experience and enjoy these places now,
and for years to come.”



“The INVEST Act reflects more than a year of advocacy by the League, our partners, and our
members to push for a future where our transportation system works better for all people, especially
people biking and walking,” said Bill Nesper, executive director of the League of American
Bicyclists.

“We know that the INVEST Act can make a difference in transportation equity across the country
and the Safe Routes Partnership looks forward to supporting its passage and implementation for
Safe Routes to Schools, to parks, to healthy food, and so many other essential parts of our lives,”
said Cassandra Isidro, executive director of Safe Routes Partnership.

“On behalf of The Bus Coalition (TBC) and its members, I applaud the historic level of bus
transit funding included in Chairman DelFazio’s reauthorization proposal. Buses are the backbone of
transit service across America providing more than one-half of all trips on public transportation.
Our customers rely on buses daily to access jobs, health care, education, and other critical
destinations. The level of investment included in the bill will go a long way toward upgrading and
replacing our aging and shrinking bus fleets, boost economic growth and help enhance bus service
in all communities across the country,” said The Bus Coalition President Bill Carpenter.

“CTAA [Community Transportation Association of America] members provide critical trips
and support their vulnerable populations by acting as a lifeline. The record level of investment
proposed in this bill would not only allow our rural, tribal, specialized and small-urban transit
providers to continue meeting demand, but explore new and innovative ways to better serve their
communities, said Scott Bogren, Executive Director of CTAA. “We applaud this bill's important
emphasis on improved bus operations and capital investment, the incorporation of meaningful
improvements to procurement and vehicle disposition, and the focus on transit services for low-
income and persistent poverty communities."

“Through the INVEST in America Act, the House T&I Committee tackles many of the most
critical issues facing America’s transportation system—including safety, climate and maintenance,”
said Kevin Mills, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy’s vice president of policy. “The bill recognizes
and advances policies to address the tragic and growing number of pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities
that occur on our roads and it creates incentives to cut carbon emissions. It makes active
transportation eligible for many programs and increases dedicated investment in trails, walking and
biking programs to more than $1.5 billion a year—allocating resources to the nation’s fundamental
active transportation funding programs like Transportation Alternatives and the Recreational Trails
Program, while ensuring that Transportation Alternatives funding remains dedicated to its intended
purpose in all states. Especially exciting is a new investment to connect walking and biking facilities
within our communities and between regions.”

“We applaud Chairman Peter DeFazio for listening to the needs of workers represented by
SMART-TD, and responding accordingly. By providing robust funding for infrastructure,
passenger rail, and transit, as well as the inclusion of smart transportation policy, the Invest in
America Act represents a bold step forward for our members,” said Jeremy Ferguson, president of
SMART-TD.

“Title V of the INVEST in America Act is the most significant piece of railroad legislation since the
Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008,” BLET (Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and
Trainmen) National President Dennis R. Pierce said.



A running list of supporters is below.
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Support for the INVEST in America Act
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https://transportation.house.gov/download/access-services
https://transportation.house.gov/download/advocates-for-highway-and-auto-safety-release
https://transportation.house.gov/download/alameda-contra-costa-transit-district
https://transportation.house.gov/download/amalgamated-transit-union-atu
https://transportation.house.gov/download/acec-support
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__twitter.com_ACECIllinois_status_1271536632617930758-3Fs-3D20&d=DwMFAg&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=UoTAhjuQVxaHDAODM7z5ujlAc06JxwIaKJ8qI3K60Ck&m=2fN7s8KtyCEkQaFCFiRN2yp6LeJT7PqKC57H-tdO9nw&s=z5Zpti2zzhkov22k_CgNWDP_efs9C2bfJ-yhPRICIaI&e=
https://transportation.house.gov/download/apta-letter-of-support
https://mobile.twitter.com/AmtrakFOP/status/1268543898160422912
https://www.actweb.org/i4a/headlines/?controller=headlines&action=headlineDetails&id=275&newWindow=true&categoryID=0&startVal=1
https://transportation.house.gov/download/association-of-metropolitan-planning-organizations
https://transportation.house.gov/download/barrona-tribe
https://transportation.house.gov/download/bike-durham
https://transportation.house.gov/download/bike-walk-rva-support
https://www.ble-t.org/pr/news/newsflash.asp?id=12359
https://www.buscoalition.com/invest-in-america-act-statement-from-tbc-president-bill-carpenter/
https://transportation.house.gov/download/business-for-a-better-portland
https://transportation.house.gov/download/california-transit-association
https://calstart.org/clean-transportation-industry-coalition-praises-house-transportation-and-infrastructure-surface-transportation-reauthorization-bill/
https://transportation.house.gov/download/capital-metropolitan-transportation-authority
https://transportation.house.gov/download/center-for-community-transportation
https://cte.tv/invest-in-america-press/
https://transportation.house.gov/download/citilink
https://transportation.house.gov/download/city-of-arcata
https://transportation.house.gov/download/city-of-madison-wisconsin
https://transportation.house.gov/download/city-of-pittsburgh
https://transportation.house.gov/download/city-of-tacoma
https://transportation.house.gov/download/clackamas-county
https://tradecorridors.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/CAGTC-Statement.INVEST-in-America-Act.6.3.20.pdf
https://transportation.house.gov/download/coalition-for-a-new-dallas-support

Madison Area Bus Advocates

Massachusetts Smart Growth Alliance (MSGA)
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https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.linkedin.com_posts_contra-2Dcosta-2Dtransportation-2Dauthority-5Finvestinamerica-2Dactivity-2D6678447249153921024-2Dn1mV&d=DwQFAg&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=UoTAhjuQVxaHDAODM7z5ujlAc06JxwIaKJ8qI3K60Ck&m=G2gi9TrpS91ADRMMcN3TuMo_RRhulaXYA4dt28MXcT0&s=5OSdRUe2hnQgrgypPR2GSG-_jXTOiDZAnKMY7CbNMno&e=
https://transportation.house.gov/download/cook-county-department-of-transportation-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/corvallis-area-metropolitan-planning
https://www.edf.org/media/house-infrastructure-bill-puts-america-path-rebuild-better
https://transportation.house.gov/download/environmental-law-and-policy-center
https://transportation.house.gov/download/farm-and-city
http://www.gatewayprogram.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-06-03-GDC-Statement-Invest-in-America.pdf
https://transportation.house.gov/download/gillig-support-invest
https://transportation.house.gov/download/gcrta-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/greater-ohio-policy-center
https://transportation.house.gov/download/indianapolis-public-transit-corporation
https://itsa.org/news/its-america-president-ceo-shailen-bhatt-statement-on-the-invest-in-america-act/
https://transportation.house.gov/download/international-brotherhood-of-teamsters-release
https://transportation.house.gov/download/iuoe-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/intertribal-transportation-association
https://transportation.house.gov/download/island-transit
https://transportation.house.gov/download/jacksonville-transportation-authority
https://transportation.house.gov/download/kootenai-tribe-of-idaho
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__twitter.com_lastreetcar_status_1272735098392023040&d=DwMGaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=UoTAhjuQVxaHDAODM7z5ujlAc06JxwIaKJ8qI3K60Ck&m=80GMVqQJxKYAWNInKyeh_PxERPj3keF1yBaEai-LYzw&s=lVAMiz1zMQTmihcBOLRsJGsaCv8PANipSt6BgyS8tJQ&e=
https://www.bikeleague.org/content/house-transportation-bill-includes-big-wins-biking-and-walking
https://transportation.house.gov/download/livablestreets-alliance
https://transportation.house.gov/download/livermore-amador-valley-transit-authority-lavta
https://transportation.house.gov/download/local-officials-in-transportation-lot-coalition-
https://transportation.house.gov/download/louisville-metro-government
https://transportation.house.gov/download/msga-
https://transportation.house.gov/download/mass-transportation-authority-flint-mi
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__twitter.com_Metra_status_1272962939616735238-3Fs-3D20-2520&d=DwMGaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=UoTAhjuQVxaHDAODM7z5ujlAc06JxwIaKJ8qI3K60Ck&m=hR_QeEjSbssmhNMCmHekk2YgzAJi_gMzE4MiD6TYvRU&s=Pz3sF5GNf4VvrsijYGyndRVlifJ8lb2jc_2KXD2i4nE&e=
https://transportation.house.gov/download/metro-regional-transit-authority
https://transportation.house.gov/download/metropolitan-civic-leadership-alliance
https://transportation.house.gov/download/metropolitan-planning-council
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.madd.org_press-2Drelease_madd-2Dapplauds-2Dchairman-2Ddefazio-2Dfor-2Dintroduction-2Dof-2Dinvest-2Din-2Damerica-2Dact_&d=DwMGaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=91N3_vaEAxE-0NXbXj7PV4Gi0p3rS46SSSKbInY5kI8&m=6hqMmGvdCBQnUnZ8g790VuN6U49pEdrmZsaip-8kt7E&s=zRoUwlGxNFg0ptN5S9ZgMKnqdGAYpiCA0jgQ77bEopo&e=
https://transportation.house.gov/download/national-audubon-society-support
https://twitter.com/leagueofcities/status/1268610214086930432/photo/1
https://www.npca.org/articles/2555-house-bill-provides-robust-investment-in-national-park-roads-bridges-and
https://www.nrdc.org/media/2020/200603
https://transportation.house.gov/download/the-nature-conservancy
https://transportation.house.gov/download/nelson-nygaard
https://transportation.house.gov/download/the-north-american-bikeshare-association-nabsa-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/north-county-transit-district-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/northeast-iowa-community-action-corporation
https://transportation.house.gov/download/pace-suburban-bus
https://transportation.house.gov/download/peopleforbikes-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/petrichor-science-group
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Urbanism Next (University of Oregon)


https://transportation.house.gov/download/pierce-transit-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/pittsburgh-community-reinvestment-group
https://transportation.house.gov/download/public-ferry-coalition-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/puerto-rico-private-sector-coalition
https://railpassengers.org/happening-now/news/blog/key-rail-passengers-victories-secured-in-train-act/
https://transportation.house.gov/download/rochester-genesee-regional-transportation-authority
https://transportation.house.gov/download/romeo-rim-reaction-injection-molding
https://transportation.house.gov/download/sacramento-regional-transit-district
https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/blog/house-transportation-bill-includes-big-wins-biking-and-walking
https://transportation.house.gov/download/salem-area-mass-transit-district-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/san-francisco-bay-area-rapid-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/santa-barbara-metropolitan-transit-district
https://transportation.house.gov/download/scvta-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/santa-cruz-metropolitan-transit-district-scmtd
https://transportation.house.gov/download/secretary-valentine
https://secureenergy.org/safe-applauds-electric-vehicle-and-active-transportation-provisions-in-invest-in-america-act/
https://smart-union.org/news/a-message-from-president-ferguson-on-the-invest-in-america-act/
https://transportation.house.gov/download/swta-invest-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/selc-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/sound-transit-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/spokane-tribe-of-indians-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/tarrant-transit-alliance
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.goiam.org_news_territories_tcu-2Dunion_tcu-2Dsupports-2Dthe-2Dinvest-2Dact-2Durges-2Dswift-2Dpassage_&d=DwIFAg&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=jOdUwf9njqlNv-zEelgmtvXmp2YosMR-R-KNvhd6XY0&m=MW0WXxPgsINjV6DB_SRrr9jjqdLxnMb58VE3pibkvLI&s=dlwYmJ6jad0_Tp2S1dacKbflQyjZho4pi7pfiI8Mvn8&e=
http://t4america.org/2020/06/03/house-bill-charts-a-course-for-updating-countrys-outdated-transportation-policy/
https://transportation.house.gov/download/transportation-riders-united
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__trades.bsd.net_page_m_1c4e295a_1dc07257_77ba3747_6a24edbd_2500137423_VEsH_-3Fg-3D21TeST2NdidUugrSbCEIyg&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=jOdUwf9njqlNv-zEelgmtvXmp2YosMR-R-KNvhd6XY0&m=TwsnjN9scqqaDCXlODK0hCFsXDo3Xh3uePyeJSt6pvM&s=RBFk2BuxfJqZcxpvBHA35xuDb-5jljXPVjTbsdJKU6A&e=
https://transportation.house.gov/download/twu-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/trivalley-san-joaquin-valley-regional-rail-authority
https://transportation.house.gov/download/united-brotherhood-of-carpenters-and-joiners
https://transportation.house.gov/download/united-safety-and-survivability-corporation
https://transportation.house.gov/download/urbanism-next
https://transportation.house.gov/download/utah-transit-authority
https://transportation.house.gov/download/virginia-railway-express
https://transportation.house.gov/download/vta-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/walk-austin
https://transportation.house.gov/download/walk-bike-nashville-support
https://transportation.house.gov/download/washington-state-transit-association-wsta
https://transportation.house.gov/download/will-county-governmental-league

